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STADIS //////////////////////////////////////////// 

FOR AMBASSADOR FROM DRAPER 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PEPR, PBOR, XF, LE 

SUBJECT: AMIN AL-HAFIZ 

1 . I GAVE 8TH FLOOR LUNCH FOR AMIN AL-HAFIZ ON FEBRUARY 14, 

AFTER WHICH HE HAD HOUR-LONG TALK WITH ATHERTON. MEMCONS 
OF THESE DISCUSSIONS WILL BE POUCHED BUT WISH TO ALERT YOU 
TO TWO ISSUES WHICH HE CONCENTRATED ON. HE INDICATED THAT 
HE HAD HAD THE BLESSING OF SARKIS TO CONCENTRATE ON THE 
PALESTINIAN ISSUE IN HIS WASHINGTON TALKS. AND HE MAY BE 
BRIEFING SARKIS WITHIN THE NEXT SEVEN DAYS OR SO. 

2. HE SAID THAT ALL LEBANESE HAD CONJECTURED ABOUT THE 
TRUE MEANING OF THE SECRETARY'S REMARK THAT "THE SOUTH 
LEBANON PROBLEM IS VERY COMPLICATED," ASCRIBING TO THESE 
REMARKS ALL SORTS OF HIDDEN MEANINGS SUCH AS U.S. SUPPORT 
FOR A PALESTINIAN ENTITY THERE. ATHERTON SAID THAT THE 
SECRETARY MEANT EXACTLY WHAT HE SAID, NO MORE AND NO LESS. 
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THE SITUATION IN SOUTH LEBANON WAS INDEED COMPLICATED. 

3. ATHERTON MADE CLEAR THAT WE WERE FULLY AWARE OF 
LEBANON'S CONCERNS THAT A MIDDLE EAST PEACE SETTLEMENT 
DEAL WITH THE PALESTINIAN ISSUE IN A WAY THAT WOULD NOT 
DAMAGE LEBANON'S NATIONAL INTEREST. WE COULD NOT IMAGINE 
A PEACE SETTLEMENT AFFECTING LEBANON'S INTEREST IN OTHER 
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THAN A POSITIVE WAY. WE WOULD CERTAINLY SEEK A SETTLEMENT 
THAT WOULD TAKE INTO ACCOUNT LEBANESE CONCERNS. WE MIGHT 
CONSIDER LOOKING FOR OPPORTUNITIES TO MAKE A PUBLIC STATE- 
MENT THAT WOULD REASSURE THE LEBANESE ON THIS SCORE. 

4. WHEN AMIN ASKED WHETHER HE COULD REPEAT THIS TO 
SARKIS. ROY ANSWERED AFFIRMATIVELY BUT CAUTIONED HIM TO 
MAKE CLEAR THAT THE QUESTION OF A PUBLIC STATEMENT WOULD 
HAVE TO BE EXAMINED WITH THE SECRETARY AND WOULD HAVE TO 
TAKE INTO ACCOUNT OTHER DEVELOPMENTS IN THE REGION AND 
TIMING FACTORS. 

VANCE 
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